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imprisonment for life.1 Unfortunately for him,
some hot-headed French colonels had used language
suggesting recourse to armed invasion if their
master's enemies continued to find shelter and
impunity within our shores, and their angry
addresses had received a sort of official sanction by
being printed in the Moniteur. Lord John Russell
and the Radicals opposed the second reading of
the Conspiracy Bill on the ground that the laws
of England should not be changed at the dictation
of a foreign despot It is said that Lord Derby,
watching the debate from the gallery of the House
of Commons, saw the unique opportunity of putting
his rival in a minority, and sent down orders to the
Conservatives to join the Liberal malcontents in
defeating a measure of which both he and they
entirely approved. The country gentlemen of
England did as they were commanded ; the Bill
was lost by a majority of nineteen ; Palmerston
resigned, and Derby took his place. A trick that
would have ruined any man's reputation on the
racecourse put him and his party in office; but
their tenure of it was insecure from the beginning,
nor did it long continue.

As has been already observed, Orsini's bombs
did their work more effectually by failure than they
could have done it by success. In fear of a fresh
attempt on his life, Napoleon III. arranged a secret
meeting with Cavour at Plombikres, where a plan
for the expulsion of Austria from Italy by the
united forces of France and Piedmont was con-
certed. Lornbardy, Venice, and some other

1 Walpole, History of Twenty-five Years, vol. i., p. 118.